Although empiricism (ie, the doctrine that all knowledge is derived from sense experience) is not the only path to knowledge, EBM and POEMs (ie, EBM's most clinically relevant offshoot) apply knowledge and evidence that produces outcomes. If a medical outcome is not "sensed" in some way by our patients or recognized through laboratory evaluations, it should be questioned along with the practical value of the knowledge that produced it. Thus, given the goals of EBM, it seems antithetical to criticize its empiric basis. Thus, a decision based on evidence that is judged to be of potentially lower quality can be recognized as such and appropriately adjusted as newer, better, and more trustworthy evidence becomes available. Danto wrote in his letter that Allen Shaughnessy, PharmD, "a US leader in evidence-based 
The philosophical underpinnings
of EBM, which is based on empiricism, are problematic.
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Conclusion
About 25 years ago, the phrase and practice of "evidence-based medicine" arrived on the medical scene, 5 and it has been a lightning rod for skepticism and criticism ever since. On the one hand, we wel- 
